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A SERVICE FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 

GREETING 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

He has given us new life and hope by raising Jesus from the dead. 

 

God has claimed us as his own: 

He has made us light to the world. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

HYMN – Crown Him With Many Crowns - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YuMh_ept-Js 

  

OPENING PRAYER 

Almighty God, 

your Son has opened for us 

a new and living way into your presence. 

Give us new hearts and constant wills 

to worship you in spirit and in truth; 

through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF PENITENCE 

Christ our Passover lamb has been 

sacrificed for us. 

Let us therefore rejoice by putting away all 

malice and evil 

and confessing our sins with a sincere and 

true heart. 

Jesus Christ, risen master and triumphant 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YuMh_ept-Js
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Lord, 

we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 

and confess to you our weakness and 

unbelief. 

 

We have lived by our own strength, 

and not by the power of your resurrection. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Lord, hear us and help us. 

 

We have lived by the light of our own 

eyes, 

as faithless and not believing. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Lord, hear us and help us. 

 

We have lived for this world alone, 

and doubted our home in heaven. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Lord, hear us and help us. 

 

May the God of love and power 

forgive us and free us from our sins, 

heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, 

and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST BIBLE READING - Acts 3: 12-19 

 

RICH IN MERCY 

You O God are rich in mercy: 

out of the great love with which you loved us. 

 

Even when we were dead through our sins: 

you made us alive together with Christ. 

 

You raised us up in union with him: 
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and made us sit with him 

in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus; 

 

so that you might show the immeasurable riches 

of your grace: 

in kindness towards us in Christ Jesus. 

 

By your Spirit at work within us: 

you do far more abundantly that all we ask or think. 

 

To you be glory in the Church and in Christ Jesus 

through all generations for ever and ever. Amen. 

Ephesians 2: 4-7; 3: 30,21 

 

Glory to God, Source of All Being, 

Eternal Word and Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning is now; 

and shall be for ever. Amen. 

 

GOSPEL READING – Luke 24: 36b-48 

 

REFLECTION – by Nick Fawcett 

“I thought I had seen a ghost; 

no joking, I really did. 

Oh, I know I shouldn’t have done, I realise that –  

not after everything Jesus has said, 

and certainly not after the reports we’d heard 

from those who’d seen him –  

but we were still struggling to take it in, 

more troubled than happy at the news, 

afraid something spooky was going on. 

And when suddenly he appeared, popping up out of nowhere, 

 I was absolutely petrified. 

Well, we all were, let’s be honest, 

 though none of us would admit it publicly. 

We nearly jumped out of our skins when we saw him, 
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 and though we composed ourselves afterwards, 

 tried to look as though we’d been expecting him all along, 

 we couldn’t fool Jesus. 

He’d seen our faces, 

 taken in our reactions at a glance, 

 and in his eyes I caught both surprise and disappointment. 

‘Why are you frightened?’ he asked us. 

 ‘Why do you doubt so much? 

 Look and see, is it me, or isn’t it?’ 

Yet it wasn’t as simple as that, 

 not even after we’d seen his hands, 

 touched his feet, 

 felt his side. 

We knew it was him, but we couldn’t quite believe it 

 despite what our eyes were telling us. 

It was too good to be true, I supposed. 

We were afraid to trust ourselves, 

 afraid it might all be wishful thinking, seeing what we wanted to see. 

We didn’t want to raise our hopes only to have them dashed again, 

 so we simply stood and gawped. 

Yet there could be no denying it, 

 not when he ate with us, 

 talked with us, 

 laughed with us. 

It was almost like it had been before, 

 he and us together, 

 and we knew then that somehow 

 in a way we couldn’t quite understand, 

 he’d come back to us! 

Yet it wasn’t quite how it used to be –  

 there was something different, 

 something about him we couldn’t quite put our finger on. 

It was Jesus all right, 

 unquestionably the man we had loved and followed, 
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 and he was there by our sides, flesh and blood as we are. 

But we realised that though he’d come back to us 

 we would have to let him go, 

 have to part again. 

There could be no return to what had gone before, 

 no turning the clock back and pretending nothing had happened. 

It was the end of a chapter, 

 a chapter we had wanted to go on for ever. 

Yet it was also the beginning of another, 

 the turning of a new page, 

 with no knowing where it might lead…” 

 

HYMN – Majesty - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OaRwD2Y7C0s 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Let us declare our faith  

in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

 

Christ died for our sins 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he was buried; 

he was raised to life on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

afterwards he appeared to his followers, 

and to all the apostles; 

this we have received, 

and this we believe. 

Amen. 

 

INTERCESSIONS 

In joy and hope we pray. 

We pray to the Lord: 

Hear our prayer. 

 

That our risen Saviour may fill us with  

the joy of his glorious and life-giving resurrection… 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OaRwD2Y7C0s
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we pray to the Lord: 

Hear our prayer. 

 

That isolated and persecuted churches  

may find fresh strength in the good news of Easter… 

we pray to the Lord: 

Hear our prayer. 

 

That God may grant us humility  

to be subject to one another in Christian love… 

we pray to the Lord: 

Hear our prayer. 

 

That God may provide  

for those who lack food, work, or shelter… 

we pray to the Lord: 

Hear our prayer. 

 

That by God’s power,  

war and famine may cease through all the world… 

we pray to the Lord: 

Hear our prayer. 

 

That God may reveal  

the light of his presence to the sick, the weak and the dying, 

to comfort and strengthen them… 

we pray to the Lord: 

Hear our prayer. 

 

That God may send  

the first of the Holy Spirit upon his people,  

so that we may bear faithful witness to his resurrection… 

we pray to the Lord: 

Hear our prayer. 

 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 
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for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Risen Christ, 

you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope: 

strengthen us to proclaim your risen life 

and fill us with your peace, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

HYMN – Happy Day - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vlWPGWfIvwU 

 

BLESSING 

May Christ, 

who out of defeat brings new hope and a new future, 

fill us with his new life; 

and the blessing of God Almighty, 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, 

be among us and remain with us always.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vlWPGWfIvwU
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Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

We are raised to new life with Christ: 

Alleluia. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia! 

Amen. 

 

Material for this service was taken from 

Common Worship (Church House Publishing) © The Archbishops’ Council 2000; 

New Patterns for Worship (Church House Publishing) © The Archbishops’ Council 2008. 

Worship Through The Seasons: Reflective Services for Lent, Holy Week and Easter (Kevin Mayhew) © 
Nick Fawcett 2001. 

 

 


